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THE RIGHT REV. RICHARD LUKE CONCANEN, O.P., 
THE FIRST BISHOP OF NEW YORK (1747-1810) 



I. CONCANEN THE PRIEST 1 

The little that has been written on the first bishop of New York, 
the Eight Rev. Richard L. Concanen, is replete with statements that 
are vague and inaccurate, — oftentimes, indeed, quite erroneous." 
This fact, together with many urgent requests from various quarters 
for fuller and more reliable information about that distinguished 
churchman, is father to the present article. It has been the good for- 
tune of the writer to collect considerable data on Dr. Concanen, much 
of which is in the form of letters from the learned Dominican's own 



'The annexed bibliography will show the reader the material used for this 
sketch of Bishop Concanen. I. Sources : A. MSS. Archives of the Dominican 
Master General, Rome; Archives of San Clemente, Rome (i.e., notes furnished 
to the writer from these archives by Father Louis Nolan, O. P.) ; Archives of 
Haverstoch Hill, London; Archives of Tallaght, Ireland; Archdiocesan Archives, 
Dublin; Archives of the Propaganda, Rome, — (1) Irlanda, 1811-1S15, Vol. 19, — 
(2) Diario di Propaganda, 1808-1814 (Sommario, 1810-1814, No. 27),— (3) Con- 
gregazioni Particolari, Vol. 145, — (4) Atti of 1814, — (5) America Centrale, 
Vols. 3 and 4; Archdiocesan Archives, Baltimore; Catholic Archives of America, 
Notre Dame University. To theae may be added Notes on Bishop Concanen 
furnished to the writer by Rev. Humbert Mclnerney, 0. P. B. Printed : Analecta 
Sacri Ordinis Praedicatorum, March, 1899, and January, 1900 (article: Notes 
a servir pour Vhistoire de I'Ordre des Freres Precheurs dans les Etats-Unis 
d'Amerique, which is copiously footnoted with documents) ; Cardinal Moran, 
Spicilegium Ossoriense, Vol. Ill, pp. 525-550. Dublin, 1884. II. Works: A. 
General : Bayley, A Brief Sketch of the History of the Catholic Church on the 
Island of New York. New York, 1853 ; Maziere Brady, The Episcopal Succession 
in England, Scotland and Ireland, Vols. 1 and 2. Rome, 1876-1877; Clarke, 
Lives of the Deceased Bishops of the Catholic Church in the United States, 
Vol. I, pp. 140-143. New York, 1888; Archivium Hioernicum, Vol. I (1912), 
pp. 222-247; Cooax, The Diocese of Heath, Ancient and Modern, Vol. Ill, pp. 
196-286, passim. Dublin, 1870; De Buroo, Hibernia Dominicana. Cologne, 1762; 
De Coubcy-Shea (i. e., De Courcy translated and enlarged by Shea), The 
Catholic Church in the United States, pp. 361-368. New York, 1856; Fahey, 
History and Antiquities of the Diocese of Kilmacduagh, p. 378. Dublin, 1893; 
Gams, Series Episcoporum Ecclesiae Catholicae, pp. 171 and 225. Ratisbon, 
1873; O'Hart, Irish Pedigrees, p. 234. Dublin, 1876; Nolan, The Irish Domi- 
hicians in Rome. Rome, 1913; O'Heyne (Coleman's edition and translation), 
The Irish Dominicians of the Seventeenth Century. Dundalk, 1902. (Coleman 
has added to the above work a supplement entitled: Ancient Dominican Founda- 
tions. This supplement was published in separate book form at Dundalk, 1902). 
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pen. We venture to hope that, through a judicious use of this data, 
we may he ahle to give in compact form a sketch of him which is 
as accurate as can now be written, and as complete as our purpose and 
the space at our disposal permit. 

Of Bishop Concanen's parentage, the exact place and date of his 
birth, his early education or the time of his entrance among the 
Friars Preacher, the writer has been unable to learn little that is 
definite. It is certain, however, that he was a native of Ireland, and 
that he was born in Connaught, in the ecclesiastical province of Tuam. 
Both the county of Galway and that of Roscommon have been given 
the honor of being the place of his birth. A letter to Bishop Carroll 
(December 20, 1803), in which he says he was then fifty-six years 
of age, proves that he was born about 1747. That his family were 
well-to-do and that he received a good elementary education are seen 
in the same document, where he calls a Father Connell or O'Connell, 
a former Jesuit, his "old-time friend and school-fellow." 3 No doubt 



O'Laverty, Bishops of Down and Connor; Palmer, Anglia Dominicana, Part 
I, ad annum 1806 (MSS. in Haverstoek Hill Archives, London) ; Renehan, 
Collections on Irish Church History. Dublin, 1861 ; Retjss, Biographical Encyclo- 
pedia of the Catholic Hierarchy in the United States, Milwaukee, 1898; Tbeacy, 
Irish Schools and Scholars in Penal Days; O'Gorman, A History of the Roman 
Catholic Church in the United States (Vol. IX in The American Church History 
Series). New York, 1895; Shea, The Life and Times of the Most Rev. John 
Carroll. New York, 1888; A History of the Catholic Church Within the Limits 
of the United States, Vol. III. New York, 1890 ; Smith, The Catholic Church in 
New York. New York, 1905. (The last three authors mentioned are not only 
quite unsympathetic, but positively unfair and unreliable in their treatment of 
Bishop Concanen). The Dominican Year Book for 1913, pp. 74 and ff. (article: 
Saint Rose's Priory, Springfield, Washington County, Kentucky, by V. F. O'Dan- 
iel). B. Special: II Rosario, Vol. X (October, 1908), pp. 450-463 (article: II 
Primo Vescovo di New York, Mons. Riccardo Luca Concanen, by Fba Remigio 
(Remi Coulon) ; Le Rosaire, November, 1912, pp. 347-349 (article: Les EvSques 
Dominieains aux Etats-Unis) ; Allocution (French) of the Most Rev. Hyacinth 
Cormier, O. P., December 10, 1911, on the occasion of taking possession of his 
titular chuch of the Minerva by Cardinal Farley. (The articles of II Rosario 
and Le Rosaire and Father Cormier's Allocution give much valuable matter on 
Bishop Concanen ; but they contain a number of inaccuracies ) . 

2 Nolan, The Irish Dominicans in Rome, pp. 40-50. Rome, 1913, is a note- 
worthy exception to this. Father Nolan, always careful, and having under his 
eye much first-hand information, gives many valuable facts on Bishop Concanen. 
Yet even he errs in the date of the Bishop's death, and possibly also in that of 
his ordination. 

s As will be seen in the course of this sketch, Father Concanen repeatedly 
calls this priest Connell, while Bishop Carroll speaks of him as Rev. Mr. 
O'Connell. The Society of Jesus was suppressed at this period, and Father 
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he completed his classical course before joining the Dominicans. Cir- 
cumstances hostile to Catholic schools in Ireland at that period 
obliged the youth of the country to repair to the Continent for their 
education. There are, therefore, strong reasons for believing that 
young Concanen attended a Jesuit or other English Catholic college 
abroad. 4 These same circumstances from the end of the sixteenth to 
the middle of the nineteenth century compelled the Friars Preacher 
of Ireland to establish novitiates and to prepare their subjects for the 
priesthood in continental Europe. They had three such institu- 
tions, — the College of Corpo Santo, Lisbon, Portugal ; the College of 
San Clemente and San Sisto, Kome, and the College of the Holy 
Cross, Louvain, Belgium. It was to this latter convent, most prob- 
ably, that Concanen made his way, when, feeling a call to a divine 
vocation, he sought admission into the Order of Saint Dominic. 5 



Connell or O'Connell, like his friend Bishop Carroll, belonged to it at the time of 
its suppression. 

'Archbishop Troy, whose intimate lifelong friendship with Concanen and his 
admiration for the first Bishop of New York makes his authority in this matter 
unquestionable, tells us that Concanen was born in the ecclesiastical province 
of Tuam. (Cf. Troy, Dublin ( ?), September 9, 1809, to the prefect of the Propa- 
ganda, Propaganda Archives, Irlanda, Vol. 19, fol. 319). Rev. M. H. Mclnerney, 
O. P., now engaged in compiling the lives of the Dominican Bishops of Ireland, 
writes us that Concanen was born in County Galway, while Reuss, Biographical 
Encyclopedia (p. 25), asserts (on the authority of some father of the priory of 
Drogheda, Ireland) that he was a native of Roscommon. O'Hart (Irish Pedi- 
grees, p. 234) tells us that the Concanens were chiefs in the baronies of Athlone 
and Ballymoe along the border of Roscommon and Galway, and it would seem 
that our friar was born either in the west of the county of Roscommon or in the 
northeastern part of that of Galway. This supposition would explain the differ- 
ence of opinion or tradition of which we have spoken. Cf. II Kosario, October, 
1908, p. 452 (article: II Primo Tescovo di New York, Mons. Riccardo Luca 
Concanen), and Analecta Sacri Ordinis Praedicatorum, March, 1899, p. 89 
(article: Notes a servir, etc.), where we are told that Concanen was born in 
Dublin; but this is an error due probably to the fact that he was a member of 
the Dominican house of Dublin. All, or nearly all, who speak of the subject, 
give 1738 as the date of his birth; but the Bishop's own letter to Carroll shows 
that he was born nine years later, — about 1741. Rev. M. H. Mclnerney, O. P. 
(in notes to the writer) states that the subject of our sketch received his classical 
course in Ireland. But the facts given in our article seem to justify the belief 
that he studied in some continental College. His letters to Doctor Troy from 
1808 to 1810 (in Diocesan Archives of Dublin,— in book form, but not paged or 
folioed) speak of a sister and a brother, and seem to show that the family had 
met with financial reverses; in his will he left a small sum to "my only sister." 

"Nolan, (o. c, pp. 17, 40) ; id., Notes from Archives of San Clemente, Rome. 
O'Heyne (Coleman's edition), pp. 112-120; Coleman, Ancient Dominician Foun- 
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The date of his entrance into the order and his age at the time 
can only be approximated through other known data. Father Louis 
Nolan considers it a certainty that Concanen, after completing his 
course of philosophy, came to San Clemente, Rome, to begin his 
theological studies, in June, 1769 ; and the bishop himself, as has 
been seen, is authority for placing his birth at about 1747. These 
facts warrant us in assigning the date of his entrance into the order 
as 1765 or 1766, and placing his age at eighteen or nineteen years. 6 
When he received the religious habit he added the name of Luke to 
that of Richard, which he had received in baptism. From Louvain, 
when he had taken his religious vows, the young novice was sent for 
his philosophical studies to the great international Dominican House 
of Studies, the Minerva, Rome. Although there is no document to 
show that such was the case, the Irish friar's subsequent career justi- 
fies the belief that his brilliant talents led to his being sent, as was 
customary in such cases, to that celebrated institution of learning. 
On the completion of his course of philosophy at the Minerva (1769), 
as Father Nolan tells us, he went to the college of San Clemente to 
begin his four years of theology. There he studied under such men 
as the learned Father Thomas Levins and the great Father Thomas 
Troy, later Bishop of Ossory from 1776 to 1786, and from the latter 
date until 1823, Archbishop of Dublin and Primate of Ireland. 7 

From the time of his arrival at San Clemente it is easy to follow 
the course of Dr. Concanen's life until the day of his death, forty-one 
years later. At San Clemente, as is shown by the reports of the 
yearly examinations, the tireless application and great talent of the 



dations, pp. 84-87, and De Burgo, pp. 365-448, all speak of these three Irish 
foundations in Louvain, Lisbon and Kome; and Tbbacy, Irish Schools and 
Scholars in Penal Days, pp. 93 ff. and 104 ff., writes of those of Louvain and 
Lisbon. Louvain has evidently been mistaken for Lorraine, which is responsible 
for the often repeated error that Father Concanen made his novitiate in Lorraine. 
The Irish Dominicans never had a convent in Lorraine. Cf. Gtjilday, English 
Catholic Refugees on the Continent, pp. 30-36, London, 1914. 

6 If the young student had more than two years of philosophy and general 
theology before beginning the study of Saint Thomas Summa Theologica, as 
would ordinarily have been the case, he must have entered the order in 1765. 
This would make him eighteen years old at the time he received the habit of 
the Order. 

7 As it seems hardly probable that Concanen had only two years of philosophy 
and general theology, it is very likely that he studied philosophy for one year in 
Holy Cross College, Louvain, before going to Kome. 
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young student won the admiration of his superiors and professors. 
On one occasion, July 15, 1772, when he publicly defended a thesis 
on the Incarnation in the Basilica of San Clemente before an assem- 
bly in which were Cardinal Maresfoschi, Cardinal Protector of Ire- 
land, Father Thomas de Boxadors, Master General of the Order, and 
other noted ecclesiastics, our talented young friar distinguished him- 
self so well that the Cardinal warmly congratulated Father de Boxa- 
dors on having Irish students at Eome, who were an honor both to 
their order and their country. But to one who can read behind these 
reports it is clearly evident that Concanen was not less conspicuous 
for his sterling virtues and exemplary religious life than for his 
talents and industry. In accordance with an immemorial custom of 
his Order, Concanen was raised to the priesthood before the comple- 
tion of his studies. This event, as Nolan tells us, took place in the 
Basilica of Saint John Lateran on December 22, 1770, the consecrat- 
ing prelate being the Most Bev. Francis Matthon, Patriarch of Alex- 
andria. 8 Father Concanen's progress in his studies was rapid and 
thorough. Accordingly, early in 1773, at the request of his supe- 
rior and professors, the Father General of the Order granted him a 
dispensation, shortening his course of theology by six months. He 
then obtained the Dominican Lectorate of Sacred Theology after a 
brilliant examination (February 4, 1773). "With this began the dis- 
tinguished career for which he seemed destined from the beginning. 
On March 17 of the same year he was appointed Master of novices 
at San Clemente, a responsible position, which he filled with credit 
until his resignation, seven years later (December 5, 1779). In 
quick succession the young priest was appointed to the offices of sec- 
retary of the conventual Council (June 30, 1773), professor of phi- 
losophy (September, 1773), superior of his Convent (September 26, 
1774), and master of studies on November 15, 1775. 

These various positions were more than the zealous man could 
attend to or his strength stand. When Father John Connolly (who 
was later to succeed him in the See of New York) came from Lou- 
vain on June 6, 1777, Concanen resigned the post of Master of 



"As it would be an extraordinary thing for one to be ordained so early in 
his studies, we are inclined to believe that there is an error in this date, and 
that Concanen was ordained in 1771, not 1770. This supposition seems to be 
sustained by the fact that the Analecta, ut supra, speaks of him as a priest for 
the first time in April, 1772. 
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students in favor of his younger colleague. During the same year 
Father Concanen was elected a second time subprior of San Clemente ; 
but for the same reasons he also resigned this office, July 2, 1778, 
and was again succeeded by Connolly, October 2, 1779. Concanen, 
whose two years as teacher of philosophy and four as professor of 
theology had brought him distinction, became Regent of studies at 
San Clemente at the age of thirty-two. During the same year he 
received the unanimous vote of the fathers of the house for his ap- 
pointment as their prior ; but the Father General, much to Concanen's 
gratification, refused to grant a dispensation from the constitutions 
of the Order, forbidding the same man to be both superior and regent 
in a formal house of studies. In addition to his other talents, he 
manifested noted financial ability. Thus, on March 2, 1881, he was 
appointed Syndic to his convent; and on June 20, 1881, he was again 
elected prior. This time Father de Quinones granted the required 
dispensation. But the next year Concanen resigned the regency over 
the studies, and was succeeded for the third time by Connolly. 
Father Concanen held the office of prior of San Clemente for a period 
of six years, or two successive terms. Connolly also succeeded him 
as prior. Besides being a zealous promotor of religious observ- 
ance and education, Concanen was a splendid administrator, 
and improved the Convent in numerous ways. Some of the 
improvements he made, it is said, are visible to this day. We 
have mentioned, somewhat in detail, the many offices held by Father 
Concanen, for they go to show what manner of man he was. Although 
his various positions and duties as superior and professor, in which 
he acquired the reputation of being one of the learned men of Bome, 
required much time and labor, his sphere of activity was not con- 
fined to the lecture hall or the conventual precincts. His zeal for 
souls led him to do much preaching. Possessed of no ordinary talent 
for languages, he spoke the tongue of Dante like a native. Gifted 
with the divine afflatus, he acquired a high reputation as a pulpit 
orator ; and, what is rare for foreigners, he became recognized as one 
of the Eternal City's eloquent preachers in Italian. 9 His religious 
spirit, ability and sterling worth caused him to be held in great 



"The tradition of Father Concanen's proficiency in Italian and his eloquence 
still lives at San Clemente and among his brethren in Ireland. It is remarkable 
how his memory continues to be cherished at San Clemente after the lapse of 
more than a century,— a sure proof of the strong impress he left on the place. 
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esteem by the highest authorities in his Order. For these reasons, 
on the expiration of the second term of his priorship at San Clemente, 
he was appointed Penitentiary-apostolic at the Basilica of Santa 
Maria Maggiore. About the same time he was summoned by 
Father de Quinones to the Minerva, the home of the Order's 
Master General, to be one of his companions or assistants, and 
was made titular Provincial of Scotland. The fact that Concanen 
was assistant for German and English speaking countries shows that 
he knew German in addition to English, French, Italian, Irish and 
Latin. In 1792 or 1793, after the death of Father Charles O'Kelly, 
Concanen, who had meanwhile been advanced successively to the 
Dominican degrees of Bachelor and Master in Sacred Theology, 
was promoted to succeed Dr. O'Kelly as theologian in the historic 
Casanate Library attached to the convent of the Minerva. 10 

In addition to all this, shortly after his promotion to the See of 
Ossory (1776), Bishop Troy, a lifelong friend and admirer of Dr. 
Concanen, appointed the tireless Friar Preacher his agent at the 
Propaganda. This position Concanen continued to hold, when, ten 
years later, Troy became metropolitan of Dublin. Nearly all the 
prelates of Ireland followed the example of their great leader, and it 
was not long before his chosen agent at the court of Rome became 
the agent for them also. Possibly because the fame of his efficiency 
and willingness, when asked, to aid the Church in other distant lands 



10 The mss. Acts of the Chapter of the Irish Province in i777 show that his 
brethren then requested that Father Concanen be accorded the degree of 
Bachelor of Theology; while those of the chapter of 1789 show that he was then 
a Master. Both of these mss. are in the Tallaght Archives. We have not been 
able to find the exact date these degrees were conferred upon him. To a letter 
of Archbishop Troy (December 14, 1793), asking that Concanen be appointed a 
theologian to the Casanate Library to succeed Doctor O'Kelly, Father de Quinones 
has appended these words: "Che ho piacere d'aver prevenuti i suoi desideri, e 
che perd veda se gl'occore altro in cui posso compiacerlo," which show that this 
honor had been conferred on Concanen prior to that date. (Troy, Dublin, 
December 14, 1793, to Quinones, Rome; Archives of Dominican Master General, 
Miscellanea Provinciae Hibemiae, Codex XIII, 157. (This letter is published 
in the Analecta, ut supra, p. 91). The Cassanate Library, although despoiled 
of many of its precious volumes and manuscripts by Napoleon, remains to this 
day one of the finest theological and philosophical libraries in the world. It 
was founded and endowed late in the eighteenth century by the learned Cardinal 
Girolamo Casanate, whose love of Saint Thomas Aquinas led him to make this 
disposition of his wealth in order to propagate the teaching of the great 
Dominican theologian. 
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than that of his birth had gone abroad, we find this zealous son of 
Saint Dominic acting in the same capacity for Bishop Milner and 
other Vicars-apostolic of England, for the missions of Holland, Mar- 
tinque, etc., and finally for Bishop Carroll of Baltimore. 11 

These duties and the exact care with which he discharged them 
made Father Concanen's career in the capital of Christendom one 
of singular brilliancy and usefulness amidst the host of learned and 
distinguished personages gathered there from all parts of the world. 
They brought him to the knowledge of all Borne and into intimate 
contact with the Holy Father and the Cardinals of the Fropaganda. 
Possibly no name was better or more favorably known in the Eternal 
City than his. He became a favorite of Pius VI, who sent him to 
Ireland in July, 1792, with the pallium for Most Bev. Bichard 
O'Beilly, Archbishop of Armagh. On November 19, 1798, he was 
appointed by the same Pontiff Bishop of the united Sees of Kilmac- 
duagh and Kilfenora, Ireland. But Concanen's religious humility 
forbade him to accept the honor. Pius VI, then in exile, died 
(August, 1799) before his refusal could be acted upon; and it was 
not until after Pius VII had ascended the throne of Peter (March 
14, 1800) that Father Concanen succeeded in escaping the dreaded 
dignity. He thus speaks of the event to a friend : 

"... Conscious of my inability for the awful Episcopal Charge, 
I have, from the very beginning, renounced my appointment. Tho' 
my resignation cannot be accepted of till after the election of the 
new Pope, yet I have no room to doubt but it will be readily ad- 
mitted; especially as I have forwarded and recommended to the 
Cardinals of the Sacred Congregation a proposition received this 
week from the Canons and Priests of the two united Dioceses, to 
which I am nominated, in favor of a most deserving Gentleman, a 
Mr. Archdeacon, native of Cork. I am resolved to live and die in 
the obscure and retired way of life I have chosen from my youth. 



11 Concanen, Rome, to Carroll, December 20, 1803, (Baltimore Archives, Case 
2, T. 1) ; Concanen to Troy, March 25, May 21, 1808; March 22, May 20, and 
September 27, 1809; January 3 and 25, April 18 and June 3, 1810, (in the Dublin 
Archives, ut supra). 

"Maziebe Beady, Episcopal Succession, Vol. I, p. 231, and Vol. II, p. 168; 
Fahey, History and Antiquities of the Diocese of Kilmacduagh, p. 378; Concanen, 
Rome, February 22, 1800, to Rev. William O'Brien, New York {Baltimore 
Archives, Case 2, T. 1 ) ; the Prefect of Propaganda, May 24, 1808, to Carroll 
{Propaganda Archives, America Centrale, Vol. Ill, ff. 306-307) ; Atti of the 
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Again, in 1802, 12 Concanen was proposed for the See of Baphoe; 
and it is probable that his resolution not to accept any such ecclesiasti- 
cal dignity prevented him from being appointed its bishop. 13 Pius 
VI was an intimate friend of Father Concanen, but Gregory Louis 
Chiaramonti, Cardinal Bishop of Immola, who was elected as his suc- 
cessor at Venice on March 14, 1800, and who took the name of Pius 
VII, soon became even a more ardent admirer of the learned Domini- 
can. 14 Concanen was at the full tide of his usefulness at the time 
Pius VII ascended the papal throne. He had shortly before prepared 
the way for a correspondence with Bishop Carroll from which was 
soon to rise a strong bond of friendship and affection between the 
American son of Saint Ignatius and the Irish son of Saint Dominic, 
and which was to be of great aid to the former in his efforts in behalf 
of the Church of the United States. He had, moreover, long enter- 
tained a predilection for America and Americans, and had cherished 
an ardent desire to come to missions here, a desire which had been 
thwarted only by his duties at Borne. 

The correspondence between Bev. B. L. Concanen and the father 
of the Catholic heirarchy of the United States began, it would seem, 
through two other Friars Preacher who were intimate friends of 
both, — Archbishop Troy of Dublin and Bev. William O'Brien, the 



Propaganda for 1814 (fol. 194). Gams, as is shown by Brady, Fahey and 
the Acta of 1814, is in error when he gives March 21, 1799, as the date of 
Concanen's appointment to Kilmacduagh and Kilfenora. Concanen's letter and 
the same Atti set aside the assertion of DeCourcy-Shea (p. 363), Clarke (p. 142) 
and others that he declined his Irish appointment because of the damp climate 
of Ireland, and accepted that of New York in preference. The two appointments 
loere ten years apart. The Atti tell us that he declined the Irish sees with the 
greatest humility — " con somma umilta." 

13 Atti of the Propaganda, 1814 (i. e., the "Ristretto," or resume of what had 
been previously done for the Church in the United States), fol. 194. 

14 Bayley, Clarke, DeCourcy-Shea, Nolan and the Prefect of Propaganda, 
as in note 15. Bayley, o. c, p. 54, in a note, says that Bishop Brute, in a 
manuscript sketch of Catholicity in the United States, says of Concanen that he 
was "tres cher a Pie VII." Shea, in a note on page 630 of Life and Times 
of the Most Rev. John Carroll, says that in the French text of a pamphlet 
entitled: Instructions on the Erection of Four New Catholic Sees in the United 
States and the Consecration of Their First Bishops, one reads: "Le R. P. Luc 
Concanon, Dominicain dont la personne etoit particulierement chere au St. 
Pere." The French of this pamphlet was also probably from the pen of Bishop 
Brute, who was especially interested in matters of this character. Although the 
writer sought in many places to find these two documents, his search was without 
fruit. 
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latter the pastor of Saint Peter's Church, New York. In October, 
1799, Father O'Brien, evidently at the request of Bishop Carroll, 
wrote Dr. Concanen in order to enlist his services at the Propaganda 
in behalf of the venerable prelate in the matter of a misunderstand- 
ing about the Faculties of missionaries laboring on the American 
missions. Carroll had himself written to Archbishop Troy to procure 
for him duplicates of the Bulls appointing the Bight Bev. Leonard 
Keale coadjutor to Baltimore. Troy placed the matter in Concanen's 
hands, and the latter's letter to Father O'Brien reveals a beautiful 
character ever ready to help the Church, when his aid was sought, 
yet of so delicate a poise that he could not assume an authority that 
had not first been bestowed upon him. 

"... On receipt of your letter, I immediately translated it into 
Italian, and sent it, with additional remarks, to my good friend, 
Monsignor Braneadoro, who is ill, and still keeps his bed at Venice. 
I here send you his answer per his secretary, Canonico Marzio. 
Doctor Carroll honoured me with a few lines at the end of your 
letter. Be pleased to present my humble respects and compliments 
to his Lordship; and assure him, that it will give me particular 
pleasure to be honored with his commands. I can with veracity 
affirm, that there is no Prelate under the care of Propaganda more 
esteemed by the Sacred Congregation than his Lordship most 
deservedly is. In my letter to Monsignor Braneadoro I remarked 
the usual and constant stile of the Prefects of the Sacred Congrega- 
tion, who never granted (nor indeed ought, or can they) independent 
faculties to any Missionary Apostolic; it is therefore the worthy 
Bishop's care to look to the Character and Information of the mis- 
sionarys, especially volunteers, who go out from Europe, before 
he grants them the usual powers. Doctor Troy commissioned me 
in a letter of December last, to procure duplicates of the Briefs 
for Doctor Carroll's Coadjutor. I solicited the business here: the 
Briefs have been received, and as I had no commission from 
Doctor Carroll to take them up, they were forwarded by one of 
the clerks of Propaganda (Abbe Argenti), and were sent to the care 
of Monsignor Erskine at London ... I beg, my dear friend, you 
will write me as often as you can. . . ."" 

At this period Concanen's heart was heavy at the sight of the 
persecutions to which the Church was subjected in Borne. On Febru- 



15 Concanen, Rome, February 22, 1800, to Rev. William O'Brien, New York. 
(Baltimore Archives, Case 2, T. 1). There are in these archives six letters of 
Concanen to Carroll, besides this one to O'Brien, in Case 2, T. 1. This letter is 
published in American Historical Researches, Vol. 26, July, 1909, pp. 241-242. 
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ary 10, 1798, a French army under General Berthier entered Rome, 
declared a republic five days later, made Pius VI prisoner, and finally 
led him away into exile. Through the sacrilegious deeds of Bona- 
parte the papal government was brought almost to ruin, the Eternal 
City plundered and its institutions, including San Clemente and the 
Minerva, wrecked or brought to great suffering. Concanen's afflic- 
tion over the catastrophe is shown in the letter just quoted, where he 
says: 

" Your kind letter of the 7th October, tho' it conveyed very little 
news regarding your own person, filled me however with uncommon 
satisfaction, by removing the apprehension I was under for your 
health, and existence, after all we had learned here of the yellow 
fevers, and the pestilence that so long troubled that, otherwise, happy 
quarter of the globe. Happy indeed has it been for you to be so 
far off from the dismal scenes, and horrid convulsions which have 
agitated every part of Europe, this time past. May God, in his 
mercy, grant that they may be near to finish. Tho' I have been 
a spectator and sufferer during the sacrilegious depredations and 
most tyrannical oppression of this devoted city for almost nineteen 
months, yet I cannot venture to describe even a part of the calami- 
ties we underwent; from the public papers you will have heard too 
much of them. Our present situation under the Neapolitan Gov- 
ernment is far from being comfortable; and I fear the coalized 
Catholic Princes are very little disposed to restore to the future 
Pope his temporal domain. Our hopes are ehiefly placed in the 
generosity and protection of the English and Russians. Strange 
metamorphosis! . . ." 

Father John Connolly, of whom mention has already been made, 
saved San Clemente from suppression and probable destruction by 
the French Directorate in 1798 and 1799. But before this house of 
refuge for the Irish Dominicans finally passed through the crisis 
of the French occupation of Eome, though he continued to reside 
at the Minerva, Father Concanen was again (1802) placed in tempo- 
rary charge of the temporal affairs of his cherished alma mater. 
Quite possibly, indeed, the trying scenes the earnest friar had wit- 
nessed in Borne made him all the more anxious to aid religion in 
other parts of the world. That he took a keen interest in the Domini- 
cans of his own province of Ireland is shown by his letters, which are 
still extant in the Archives of that province ; while the part he played 
in the establishment of the first province of his Order in the young 
Republic of the United States entitles him to the honor of being one of 
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its co-founders. Indeed, as is evident from the extant documents in 
the case, had it not been for Dr. Concanen's sympathetic co-operation 
in the undertaking, it is almost certain that Father Edward D. Ten- 
wick and his three English confreres would never have succeeded in 
obtaining permission to raise the standard of Saint Dominic on our 
shores. The love of the Most Rev. Joseph Gaddi's Irish assistant for 
our American missions brought them the aid of an organized body of 
his Order many years earlier than such a power for good would have 
been otherwise obtained. 16 

Father Concanen's zeal was extended to the Church at large, and 
embraced religious Orders other than his own. His extant letters 
to Bishop Carroll (written before he became the first Ordinary of 
New York), while revealing still further his open character, give a 
very clear idea of his desire to do good, of his businesslike method, 
his anxiety for the restoration of the Society of Jesus, and of the 
amicable relations and feelings of mutual esteem which existed be- 
tween him and the Bishop of Baltimore, as well as his interest in the 
American Church. 

"My Lord. — Had your Lordship [he writes in the earliest of 
these] known the particular pleasure I feel in being honoured with 



16 There are in the Dominican archives of Tallaght, Ireland (not indexed at 
the time of our investigation), several letters of Concanen which show that his 
long years of absence did not chill his love for his own province and native land. 
His interest and effective influence in the establishment of Saint Joseph's Province 
of Dominicans in the United States are seen in his letter, Rome, November 19, 
1803, to Rev. Edward D. Fenwick, Surrey, England, (Archives of Haverstock 
Bill, London — not indexed), and from nine letters of Fenwick to Concanen, 
written both from England and America. These letters are in the Archives of 
the Dominican Master General, Rome (Codex XIII, 731) ; but are all published, 
with other documents bearing on the same subject, in Analeeta, ut supra, vol. 
IV (March, 1899), pp. 86-108, and vol. IV (January, 1900), pp. 427-446. 
Unfortunately only one letter of Concanen to Fenwick, that referred to above, 
is now extant. Long, relentless persecution had brought the Dominicans of 
England to dire straits, and the outlook had grown still more gloomy through 
the suspension of their Houses on the Continent by the French Revolution. For 
this reason, three of their able men offered their services to their American 
colleague, Fenwick, to establish their Order in his native land. But, quite 
naturally, the home authorities were opposed to such an enterprise. The matter 
was referred to the higher authority at Rome. Through Concanen, whose keen 
foresight told him the possibilities for the Church and his Order in the new 
republic, and whose love for our missions probably predisposed him to the 
American project, the question was decided in favor of Fenwick and those who 
desired to follow him. 
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your correspondence, and commands, I presume you would be so 
good as to confer oftener on me the honour of both. I presume 
that you shall ever find me faithful and most attentive to the confi- 
dence and business you may be pleased to trust me with : and I will 
cheerfully and disinterestedly concur with my old friend and school- 
fellow, Revd. Mr. Connell [ ? O'Connell] in minding your concerns 
here; particularly when his gouty indisposition may keep him con- 
fined. I enjoy, thanks be to God, perfect health in my ripe age of 
56 years; and continue to do the business in this Court of almost 
all the Prelates of Ireland, of some of the Apostolical Vicars of 
England, and of the Missions of San Domingo, Martiniea [^Mar- 
tinique], Holland, etc.; and, therefore, hope to prove active in 
service. 

" On receipt of your most esteemed favour of the 19th Septem- 
ber, I instantly made diligent enquiries concerning your letters and 
communications in the Office and Registers of Propaganda, where 
I found that all your former letters had been answered, and all your 
demands fully satisfied. Your faculties, both ordinary and extra- 
ordinary, have been confirmed, and new ones added. A Sanatoria 
has been granted for such Dispensations as required it. All your 
petitions, with the power of reciting some new offices, were also 
granted. The Originals, and a Duplicate of all these Rescripts 
were at different times sent off by our friend Mr. Connell, who un- 
luckily, tho' thinking to do well, entrusted them to the care of some 
English travellers, that passed here, and after, must have neglected 
to forward them from England. I demanded a triplicate copy of 
all the aforesaid papers; but in finding that Abbe Connell had dis- 
patched one on the 26th of August last, thro' Mr. Philip Filicchi of 
Leghorn, I suspended troubling the Sacred Congregation till I shall 
have the pleasure of hearing again from your Lordship ; for I must 
suppose you will have received this third copy. 

" I long to hear of your having established an Hierarchy in that 
happy country, and of having the satisfaction of greeting your Lord- 
ship as Archbishop of Baltimore. I am confident that this project 
would tend to the benefit and increase of our holy Religion; and 
would be the means of providing more missionaries for your good 
people. ... A Mr. Fenwick, an American of my Order, proposed 
some time back, his plan, and wish for establishing a Convent, or 
College in some part of that country. I remitted him to your Lord- 
ship's will and determination on this plan; [for] which, if favor- 
able, he will have every due encouragement from this quarter. I 
am of opinion that you might prevail upon Cardinal Borgia, to 
maintain for your mission two youths in some college in this city, 
tho' that of the Propaganda be not yet re-established; or else, His 
Eminence could be prevailed upon to allow you a subsidy for sup- 
porting some students in your Seminary there. In your next letter 
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to him be pleased to expose the scarcity there is of labourers in 
that part of the Vineyard of the Lord. I'll expect the pleasure 
of hearing soon from you, and remain with highest Esteem and 
sincerest Respect your Lordship's most obedient and faithful 
Servant. Brother Luke Concanen. Rome, Minerva, 20th December, 
1803." " 

Again he writes : 

"Rome, Minerva, 28th September, 1805. 
" My Lord. Commissioned by the Cardinal Prefect of the Propa- 
ganda to forward to your Lordship the enclosed important papers, 
and finding by experience that the way of Leghorn (now occupied 
by a French garrison) is no safe channel of conveyance for your 
correspondence with this Court, I took the liberty to address this 
packet to the care of Messrs. Wright and Co., Bankers, Henrietta 
Street, London; promising that you would open a credit with them 
for all charges of letters to, and from this city. I hope your Lord- 
ship will not take amiss the freedom I used, merely to serve you 
the better. Permit me to advise you, not only to make use of this 
medium of correspondence, but also to enclose your letters for 
Propaganda in one to me; and to signify to me the business they 
contain, if you think proper; for, let me assure you, that on the 
activity and solicitation of the agent depends the despatch of affairs 
in that slow tribunal. I wrote to my zealous confrere, Father 
Fenwick, via London, the 22d June last, and am anxious to hear 
some news of him, and his religious enterprise. I sent him all 
necessary faculties, dependent on your Lordship's approbation. 
Never have I had an answer to the letters I sent, per Signore 
Filicchi, Leghorn, to you, and Messrs. O'Brien, New York. It will 
give me great pleasure to hear you have received this packet, and 
to be honoured with your commands. I remain your Lordship's 
most obedient and humble Servant. Brother Luke Concanen. Be 
pleased, when you answer this letter, to write a few lines to Messrs. 
Wright and Co. to acquaint them how to direct letters for you, in 
any port of North America." 18 

In the meantime, Father Concanen learned of the kindly reception 
accorded to his and Father Fenwick's efforts to found a province of 
their Order in the United States by Dr. Carroll. He hastened to 
convey his grateful thanks for this generous act. The letter shows us 



"Concanen, Rome, December 20, 1803, to Carroll, Baltimore. Baltimore 
Archives, Case 2, T. 1. This letter was published in American Catholic Historical 
Researches, Vol. 26 (July, 1909), pp. 243-244. 

" Baltimore Archives, Case 8a, E. 1, 
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also the nature of the documents that he had forwarded to the Bishop 
of Baltimore the previous fall. 

" Rome, Minerva, 30th Jany., 1806. 
"My Dear and Hond. Lord. — I had the honor of writing your 
Lordship the 28th September last, and of forwarding a packet from 
Propaganda, which contained, as they told me, very important 
business, and extended your spiritual jurisdiction over the Provinces 
of Louisiana, and the two Floridas. I entrusted P. [i. e. packet of] 
letters to the care of Messrs. Wright and Co., Bankers of London, 
and hope ere now you'll have received them. I took the liberty 
on that occasion to pray your Lordship to make use in future of 
that medium of communication with Rome, which I deemed the 
surest, and remarked that to this end it would be necessary to open 
a credit with Mr. Wright to answer post charges for your letters to, 
and from Rome. I moreover made bold to propose to you, to give 
directions in your next letter to Propaganda to consign to my care, 
as your agent here, all papers to be dispatched to you. The 
Archbishop Secretary of Propaganda told me, very lately, that 
they had not received a line from you [for] a considerable time 
back. I wonder at this, as I have seen an extract of a letter from 
your Lordship to Monsignor Emery of St. Sulpice, Paris, dated the 
15th October. I can never sufficiently thank you for the kind 
reception and encouragement and protection you have been pleased 
to shew my Confreres Fenwick and Companions, in their laudable 
undertaking. May it turn out ad Majorem Dei Gloriam. You have 
the humble thanks of my Father General, and all those of my Order 
here. At Father Fenwick's request, I take the liberty of addressing 
to your care the enclosed letters for him and Father Wilson. I 
send them open that you may read them and then be pleased to 
seal, and forward them to their place of abode. There are, and 
never shall be any secrets between our correspondence. All must 
pass thro' your Lordship ; all that is to be done, must be sanctioned 
by you; as you are the Father and Protector of this infant colony. 
Be pleased to mark the directions I give in my letter to Father 
Fenwick, for any opportunity that may offer for Leghorn. Waiting 
the honor of your commands, with sincerest Esteem and profound 
Respect, I am, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient and much 
obliged, humble Servant. Brother Luke Concanen." " 

The same spirit of absolute trust and confidence and the strong 
friendship for Baltimore's illustrious prelate so conspicuously mani- 



"Ibid., Case 2, T. 1. This letter is published in American Catholic His- 
torical Researches, Vol. 23 (April, 1906), p. 134. 
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fest in all these letters of Concanen to Carroll likewise pervade those 
to Concanen from Fenwick, the leader of the little colony of Friars 
Preacher which had lately landed in the United States and was pre- 
paring to settle in Kentucky. Fenwick characterizes Carroll em- 
phatically as "our friend." This edifying spirit appears to have 
grown the stronger with the years. 20 The document which we now 
produce is not dated in our copy, but appears to belong to either 
1804 or 1805. It is one of the most interesting and affectionate of 
the series: 

"My Lord: — By order of the Cardinal Prefect of Propaganda 
I do myself the pleasure of forwarding this packet, and gladly 
embrace the opportunity of renewing the assurances of the profound 
respect, and sincere regard I profess for your Lordship. I hope 
you'll have, ere now, received the letters I entrusted to the care 
of Rd. Mr. William O'Brien of New York, at the beginning of 
January last. I therein acquainted you that all the faculties you 
demanded from the Holy See, had been granted, and that Rd. Mr. 
Connell of this city had dispatched all the Rescripts and papers, 
in the month of August, 1803. That was the third time they 
gave out authentick copies of your Indulto's: There must have 
been some negligence, or mistake in the mode of forwarding the 
originals. I refer to the public prints for the accounts of the 
distracted state of Europe at the present moment; and shall content 
myself with giving the consoling news, that the Jesuits will most 
certainly be restored and reinstated very soon in Italy, and conse- 
quently in almost every other part of Europe. Father Angelini, 
Procurator General for the Jesuits of Russia, left this City lately, 
and is gone to Naples, where he has recovered, under the Royal 
Sanction, four of the principal Colleges. The only difficulty that 
remains to be overcome, is a Decree of Court, which in the year 
1787 withdrew all the Regulars of the Kingdom from the Jurisdic- 
tion of their foreign Generals. Now Pere Angelini, and bis 
confreres insist on living under the obedience and jurisdiction of 
their lawful General, elected and confirmed in Russia, Father 
Gruber. It is believed that Father Angelini will carry the point; 
and that he will render a signal benefit to all the Regulars by 
having the Royal Decree revoked. I recommend this packet most 
earnestly to good Mr. Filicchi of Leghorn, and send it to him 



20 E. D. Fenwick, Piscataway, Md., August 1, 1805; Springfield, Ky., Sep- 
tember 25, 1806; Springfield, Ky., March 3, 1807, and Lexington, Ky., July 10, 
1808, to Concanen, Rome {Archives of the Dominican General, Codex XIII, 
731). All these documents are published in Analecta, ut supra, vol. TV (Jan- 
uary, 1800), pp. 427-440. 
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frank of post-charges. I flatter myself that he will take care of it ; 
and in due time will hand me your reply to the business committed 
to your information by the Congregation of Propaganda. I shall 
deem it a pleasure to be favored with your Commands, and to have 
an opportunity of proving how sincerely I am, My Lord, your 
Lordship's most faithful, humble Servant. Brother Luke Con- 
canen." a 

Bishop Carroll, as he admits himself, was rather dilatory in writ- 
ing to the Propaganda, even in the important matter that occupied 
his mind at this period, and in which he was encouraged by Rome, — 
the establishment of other American Sees. But it must be remem- 
bered that the distinguished prelate was sorely taxed by the adminis- 
tration of his vast diocese, which embraced the entire United States 
of that time, and that his correspondence was voluminous. Although 
it is certain that he wrote other letters to Concanen, the writer has been 
able to discover only two such documents. Quite probably these two 
were left in the hands of the Dominican Father-General because they 
touched on the new American province; while the others, for the 
reason that they did not personally concern the Order, were kept by 
Father Concanen, and were thus lost to our Church history. The 
earliest of these two documents, bearing date of November 21, 1806, 
is quite lengthy. 

It begins : 

" When my letter was begun recommendatory of Mr. McHenry, 
I did not foresee the propriety of writing a separate and private 
one, or I would have transferred my confession to this; of which 
You will consider it a part. ..." The venerable prelate then 
speaks in terms of high praise of the four Friars Preacher lately 
come from England to establish their order in America, " whom 
[he says] I view as choice auxiliaries, conveyed hither by the spe- 
cial appointment of Providence to instruct and edify the young 
and the old, to extend our holy religion and preserve by their les- 
sons the integrity of Catholic faith." From this he proceeds to 
tell his friend at Eome of a petition he intends soon to address 
to the Holy See for the erection of new dioceses in the United 
States, and says he has some notion of proposing Kev. Demetrius 
Galitzen for the intended bishopric of Kentucky and Tennessee. 
" You are in the habit of seeing the Cardinals and Secretary of the 
Congregation [he continues], and will be pleased to mention to 



21 Catholic Archives of America, Notre Dame University. (Among the Arch- 
bishop Carroll Papers, but not otherwise indexed at the time of our research). 
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them the details above specified. I shall go on loading you with 
commissions; for my former correspondent, Mr. O'Connell seems 
to have quite abandoned me, not having received a line from him 
for ten years, to the best of my recollection: nor should I know 
that he was alive, if the Congregation had not, in one of their 
letters, in answer to my scruples concerning the oath taken at my 
consecration (to visit the threshold of the Apostles, limina Apos- 
tolorum, at certain periods, personally or by deputy) recommended 
me to perform that duty thro' him, who was known to and approved 
by them. But his long silence makes me apprehensive, that he 
is unwilling to be concerned in business for others. May I therefore 
request you to inform him of what I write, and that it is my 
earnest desire to hear once more from him ? and farther, that he will 
undertake for his Brother and once fellow-member in the Society 
of Jesus, to perform that pious office? If he be no longer in Rome, 
or unable to execute it, will you charge yourself with doing it in 
the manner, in which its performance is to be conducted, of which 
I am ignorant? ..." 

Concanen's earlier suggestion that an application be made to the 
Propaganda to educate one or two young men for the diocese of Balti- 
more is then touched upon, and a dispensation requested for a nun 
who had been mercilessly driven out of her convent and from France 
during the Eevolution, and had since lived in the world. The bishop 
next gives a brief status of the Church in the United States, in the 
course of which he remarks : 

"In our extensive North Country nothing prevents the growth 
of religion, but the scarcity of good clergymen. Some few Jesuits 
have come from Russia; and if under present circumstances the 
reestablishment of the Society could be granted to the United 
States, many would enter it. But on the other hand, little is done 
hitherto to the southward of Virginia, and not much even there." 
The document ends : " You will be tired of reading this long 
letter. But as it is easier to write thus fully in English than in 
Latin, you will be able to supply the deficiency of my communication 
to the Congregation of the Propaganda. May heaven preserve you ! 
and may His Holiness and the Holy City, enriched with the 
blood and ashes of so many Apostles, Martyrs and Confessors enjoy 
that tranquility, which is so essential to religion in all parts of the 
world, but which we fear is grievously threatened. I am most re- 
spectfully, and with the sineerest gratitude, Rev. and Hond. Sir, 
Your Obliged and Most humble Servant, 

* J. Bishop of Baltimore." " 



22 Archives of the Dominican General, Codex XIII, 731. This letter is pub- 
lished in full in Analecta, ut supra, vol. IV (January, 1800), pp. 432-434. 
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Thoroughness and punctuality appear to have been a part of 
Father Concanen's make-up. One hardly knows which to admire 
the most, the promptness with which he attended to the business en- 
trusted to his charge or the care with which he replied to Dr. Carroll's 
letter. With the exception of an implied request that he should 
suggest what remuneration should be offered for his time and labor, 
which is not so much as referred to, no point is omitted. The various 
matters were placed at once before the Propaganda, under whose 
jurisdiction our American Church then was, and the satisfactory 
manner in which they were adjusted is attested by the document that 
follows : 

" Rome, 27th Feby., 1807. 
"My Dear and Hond. Lord. — A favourable, and I hope a sure, 
opportunity has just now offered of letting you see how diligent I 
have been in executing your Lordship's orders communicated to 
me in your most agreeable letter of the 21st November, 1806. Mr. 
Coleman, a very obliging Gentleman, of Boston, is so kind as to 
promise that this packet shall be safely delivered into your hands. 
I doubt not but you will have the goodness to forward, as soon as 
possible, the adjoined letter to my distant confrere, Revd. Mr. Fen- 
wick. The enclosed letter from Cardinal Carandini, Prefect of the 
Sacred Congregation of the Council of Trent, will, I hope, fully sat- 
isfy you, and remove all scruples regarding the obligation of visit- 
ing the sacra limina for the past and present. I have fulfilled that 
duty for you, and have made in your name the usual offering of a 
few shillings. I petitioned for an absolution of past omissions, to 
render you quite easy about your consecration oath. I translated, 
for the perusal of the Cardinals of Propaganda, and I dare say, 
that of His Holiness, into Italian, the very consoling and satisfactory 
account you have given of the state of your Church, and the rapid 
progress of Religion in that happy quarter of the globe. I must 
not offend your modesty by telling you the degree of esteem and 
respect you are justly held in by the members of Propaganda and 
many other personages here. This makes me hope that whatever 
you demand for the good of Religion, will be effectually granted. 
Monsignor Copola, Secretary of Propaganda will reply to your 
petition for a subsidy in educating two youths for the service of 
your Church, after consulting the Cardinal Prefect, and the admin- 
istrators of the College. I have urged the business as much as 
I possibly could; and hope our endeavours will prove successful. 
You find that I have hastened the dispatch of the dispensation 
of the French Nun, Saladin. I wish it may arrive soon, in order to 
console that unfortunate creature. I delivered your message to Rev. 
Mr. Connoll, who promised he would have the honour of writing to 
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you. He seems to be tired of doing business at Propaganda. The 
poor Jesuits after having been comfortably settled and reestablished 
at Naples, where numbers of them assembled from different parts 
of Italy, and other countries, were at once exiled by the new King 
Joseph Buonaparte. This has been only the prelude to the suppres- 
sion of all monastic Orders in the Neapolitan State; as the 
suppression of the Society hath been the forerunner of the persecu- 
tion of Religion, which overwhelms this distracted part of the earth. 
Had not the deluded Court of Spain been blindly obstinate, I am 
confident the Company of Jesuits would have long since been 
restored. I could wish my old friend, and confrere Mr. O'Brien 
at New York, were reminded from me of the duty incumbent on 
him to bequeath some of his property to our Religious at Kentucky. 
This I would have signified to him, not only for their benefit, but 
more so for that of his own conscience. A charitable word from 
you may do good to both parties. 23 I have had no letter from Father 
Fenwick since his arrival in Kentucky, but the one you were so 
good as to enclose to me. Were I ten years younger I would not 
hesitate ten hours to set out to join my confreres in that temperate 
climate. I would dread a cold one after living so long in Rome. 
We yet live here in a state of suspense, between hopes and fear. 
All communication with England has been lately cut off by a strange 
decree issued by Buonaparte. I hope for the satisfaction of being 
honoured with your letters and commands; and with sentiments of 
profound respect, and sincerest regard I am, My Lord, your most 
obedient and humble Servant. Brother Luke Concanen." M 

Though doubtless others were written, the document we have just 
given is the last of the letters in regard to our American Church we 
have been able to find from the pen of the sympathetic Friar Preacher 
prior to his elevation to the espicopate. As the reader will have re- 
marked, candor and honest simplicity, unpretentious amiability, for- 
getfulness of self and almost a passion to serve others are clearly 
discernible in all his communications with Dr. Carroll. These docu- 
ments, indeed, speak more eloquently in praise of Concanen than 
could the most laudatory panegyric. A pleasing testimony of his 
kindly spirit and willingness to serve the Bishop of Baltimore comes 
also from another source. It would seem, in fact, that to be a friend 
of Carroll was to be a friend of Concanen. 



23 Father Concanen appears to have been ever on the alert to do good ; but 
he was evidently in error when he fancied that Father O'Brien had means. Thia 
old hero of several epidemics of yellow fever in New York barely had enough to 
make ends meet. 

'" Baltimore Archives, Case 2, T. 1. 
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June 17, 1807, Bishop Carroll, in his answer to Concanen's letter 
of the previous February, remarks : 

". . . My last was written to you in December [November],* 1 
whereby I took the liberty of soliciting your friendly advice, your 
protection of him, and the direction in his studies of Mr. Daniel Mc- 
Henry, a young gentleman of this place. We have heard of his arri- 
val at Florence on his way from Leghorn to Rome, and that whilst he 
was kept in the Lazaretto at the former place, he forwarded my 
letters to Rome. His first visit after being there, was, I doubt 
not, to you; and make no question of your being his Mentor, as 
much as your time will allow meaning only, that you will put him 
into the hands of those who will guard him against danger, moral 
and physical. . . .'"* 

That Bishop Carroll was not disappointed in his expectations of 
kind treatment of his young friend by Concanen may be seen from 
M cHenry's own words. Writing to the great prelate of Baltimore on 
May 11, 1807, to thank him for favors received, McHenry takes 
occasion to speak thus of his reception by Father Concanen : 

". . . It is equally unnecessary for me here to express my admira- 
tion of good Father Concanen, with whose amiable, and endearing 
qualities you are long since acquainted. He has been truly kind, 
and attentive, doing everything in his power for my benefit. When 
I first arrived at Rome on the 24th of last March, he was expected 
daily from Tivoli, where he had gone to spend a few days of leisure 
and enjoy the country air. After remaining here some time awaiting 
his return I resolved to follow him. At Tivoli he received me with 
the same friendship that he has ever since shown me. Understanding 
that I was not very agreeably situated at my lodgings, he took me 
to a Dominican convent, his place of abode, where I spent a week 
not among austere and reserved monks, as false writers represent, 
but with a fraternity whose complaisant, and engaging manners 
greatly delighted me. At present I am placed by Father Concanen 
at Rome in the Convent of St. Clement until he can find good private 
rooms for me. . . . Before I conclude, let me not forget to mention 
the safe deliverance of your letters, though perhaps you may receive 
answers to them, before this reaches you. The dinner bell sounds 
and I must go to meet at our table a very pleasing society of the 
religious who inhabit this monastery, and who are all Irish. They 



'" Doctor Carroll's memory failed him here, for the original of the letter to 
which he refers clearly bears date of "Baltimore, November 21, 1806." 

"John Carroll, Baltimore, June 17, 1807, to Concanen, Rome (Archives of 
Dominican General, Codex XIII, 731). This letter is published in Analecta, ut 
supra, vol. IV (January, 1800), pp. 441-42. 
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and Father Coneanen send their compliments and love to 
you. . . ."" 

Together with his letter of June 17, 1807, to Father Coneanen, 
Dr. Carroll wrote another to the Prefect of the Propaganda. In the 
latter the venerable prelate laid before the Sacred Congregation the 
names of the clergymen from whom he desired a choice to be made 
for the first bishops of the Sees of Boston, Philadelphia and Bards- 
town, Ky. For the diocese of New York he proposed no name, be- 
cause, as he stated, he knew no ecclesiastic in its territory with all the 
qualifications necessary for so important a position; and for this 
reason it was recommended that it be placed temporarily under the 
jurisdiction of Boston. Coneanen was requested to act in the matter 
as agent at the papal court. 28 He set to work on his commission with 
the same conscientious promptness and zeal which had characterized 
his long years of activity in the Eternal City ;. but of this we shall 
have to speak in "Coneanen the Bishop." 29 

V. F. O'Daniel, 0. P. 

"Daniel McHenby, Rome, May 11, 1807, to John Carroll, Baltimore (Balti- 
more Archives, Case 5, D. 9). In a postscript to his letter referred to in the 
preceding note Carroll writes Coneanen : "I do not know whether Mr. Purviance, 
the bearer of this, will go to Rome. If he should, you will be gratified by his 
acquaintance. His family here is in a very respectable commercial situation, and the 
young gentleman will feel a grateful sense for any civilities with which you may 
honour him." Later letters of Coneanen show that a friendship soon arose be- 
tween him and Purviance similar to that between our friar and MeHenry. 
Numerous incidents of this character disclose the kindly disposition of New 
York's first Bishop, and allow us to understand how it was that he made friend9 
of all with whom he came into contact. 

28 Carroll, Baltimore, June 17, 1807, to the Prefect of Propaganda (Propa- 
ganda Archives, Congregazioni Particolari, Vol. 145, ff. 106-108) ; Carroll, June 
17, 1807, to Coneanen, Rome (Archives of the Dominican General, cod. XIII, 731). 

"This sketch has been written chiefly with the view of giving American 
readers, in addition to a fair portrayal of Doctor Concanen's character, life and 
efforts for the good of the Church in other parts of the world, a more correct idea 
of that distinguished churchman's love of our country, its missions, spirit and 
institutions, and his amicable relations with Archbishop Carroll, than has been 
found hitherto in print. This purpose, in order not to transgress our limits, 
has necessitated a narrowing of our subject. The life of New York's first 
Ordinary cannot be written as it should be, until many archives of Europe have 
been ransacked. Further glimpses into his activities aa agent of the Irish 
prelates and Doctor Milner during the period of his life covered in this article 
are given by the following authorities not yet cited: Archivium Hibernicum 
vol. I (1912), pp. 222-247; Cogan, The Diocese of Meath, Ancient and Modern, 
vol. Ill, pp. 196-286 (passim). Dublin, 1870; Mohan, Bpicilegium Ossoriense, 
vol. Ill, pp. 535-550. Dublin, 1884; O'Lavebtt, Bishops of Doivn and Connor, 
pp. 570-571 and 582; Renehan, Collections on Irish Church History, pp. 374-375. 
Rome, 1861. 



